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count of the orjgin of the title to the “Navarre 


Farm,” in the lower end of the city, the upper 
’ 
or easterly part of which la now Keown as the 
Sroovort Farm.” It was on this part of the 
— that the excavation recently made on the 
8 of Woodbridge atreet (with a view to lay 
down the Nicholson Pavement), revealed th 
fact to the present generation that the improve- 
ments were passing through an Indian bory- 
ing ground, with grave claims to great antiqal- 
ty. On this beautifal eminence, which com- 
mands the best view of the river, elther up or, 
down, that can be solected, was spread out, 
ages apo, the village of the Pottawattomles, 
and whicha century since,. was pronounced by 
themselves to be an’ “sncient village.” Here 
also was thelr place of sepulture. The Potta- 
Wwattomie uation claimed thenative right tothis 
section of the country, and the chiefs of the 
tribes, in the year 1 made a grant of. this 
farm to Robert Navarre, 8r., usually known 
by the name of Robiche, for which purpose 
they executed to him the follo document: 
“* We, tbe chiefs of the tribes of the Potta- 
wattomie Nation, at Detroit, have deliberated 
and given, of our frec apiece of land of 
four erpents ia width, e whole depth, sit- 
uated at our ancient village, to Rodiche, son of 
the Scrivener, We give him this land ferever, 
that he may cultivate the same, lights fire 
thereon, and take care of our dead; and for 
surety of our words, we have made our marks, 
supported by two branches of wampum. 
4 hy. epee 
was ra 
commandant at Detroit, on the 15thof July, 
1772, in the presence of Geo. McDougall, of the 
Pottawattomie chiefs, and of Robert. Navarre, 
Jr. The Iatter was putin posseselon with 
forms presented in the name of his Majesty, 
and in conformity to the orders of his Excel- 
lency. And Charles Gouin, Jr., doing the du- 
ty of surveyor at Detroit, certifies that with the 
approbation of the Major commandant, he 
bounded and alineated the said plece of isnd, 
and describes itas eltuated ou the River De- 
trojt, at the ancient village of the Pottawatto- 
mies; jolaing onthe east northesat, Jacques 
Godfroy, on the west vacant, whersI hare 
placed a bound, with witness -underneath. 
This document bears date on the 28th of. July, 
1772. Itappears that fora couple of years 
subsequently, Navarre paid to James Sterllog, 
receiver ofthe King’s domain, the quit rent, 
and seat of this tract of land, andin one of the 
recelpte it is stated that this tract was confirm- 
ed hy ordersof Gen. Gage. The farm: below 
this was granted by the came chiefs in 1776, by 
permission of Gov. ton, to Isadore Chene, 
In consideration that he should “take care o 
their dead buried thereon.” A.D. F. 
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Oakwood or Navarre 1880 








When the banks of the Rouge 
were green and lined with trees 


BY CLARENCE SHERWOOD 


I was born almost 86 years ago in 
Oakwood, formerly the village of Na- 
varre in Ecorse Township on the 
Rouge River. It was annexed by the 
City of Detroit in 1922. 

I was 9 years old when my father, 
then the Oakwood postmaster, died. 
My mother, Sophia Sherwood, was still 
living in the Oakwood house when she 
died at age 83 in 1955. 

My six brothers and one sister had a 
lot of good times growing up on the 
banks of the Rouge. 

My mother kept about a dozen cows 
behind the house and would milk them 
every morning. My older brother Kit 
would sell the milk to local customers 
for four cents a quart. As youngsters, 
we swam and fished in the river, which 
was alive with perch and bass. The 
river was not polluted then and hadn’t 
been dredged for the big Ford boats. 
Trees lined the banks and boaters 
would pull up for picnics. 


A wooden bridge crossed the river 
near our home and we would dive off 
— often in our birthday suits. 


One day when I was about 23 years 
old, I was driving past the corner of 
Oakwood and Fort when I noticed two 
young ladies standing in the rain, wait- 
ing for the bus to Lincoln Park. I 
offered them a ride and one of them, 
Mary Bush, became my wife. We have 
lived in Oakwood for all but a few 
months of our 62-year marriage. 


My uncle lived on Grosse Ile. His 
name was the same as my father’s, 
Christopher Sherwood. He was bag- 
gage manager of the Grosse Ile Plug, a 
small train that took passengers from 





Clarence and Mary Sherwood 
Aug. 7, 1927, the day they were 
married in Delray’s Holy Cross 
Church. 


MICHIGAN MEMORIES 


Grosse Ile to the Michigan Central 
depot. 


Occasionally, when the trains 
neared my home, I would hop a ride 
back to Grosse Ile with him. I would 
stay a few days at his house and then 
ride the Plug back. 


Sometimes we would go to the old 
Delray theater and watch the silent 
movies. When we were in a devilish 
mood, we would throw a stink bomb in 
the theater and laugh at everybody 
wondering where it came from. 


This article was submitted by Shir- 
ley Borcsane of Warren, daughter of 
Clarence and Mary Sherwood. Watch 
for Michigan Memories on Wednes- 
days. 








1990 article, Detroit Free Press, nice story 





JOHN V, BREVOORT 1S DEAD 


———- 


OXE OF DETROIT’S OLDEST CITIZENS 
AND OF ROYAL ANCESTRY. 


Father of Ex-Judse Brevoort—Second 
Stroke of Paralysis Was Tvo Much. 


John V. Brevoort, father of ex-Judge N. 
Brevoort, and a descendant on his mother’s 
side of Kenry IV., of France, is dead at 
his home tn Oakweoed. a 

Mr. Brevoort suffered from an attack of 
paralysis two yeors ago, and after that 
time bad been feeble. Two weeks 190, he 
was struck by paralysis a second time and 
the disense, alded by the welght of more 
than four-score years, was too much for 
his constitution. 

Mr. Brevoort was one of Detroit’s oldest 
Citizens, huvins been born Novemoer 26, 
1816, on the farm where he died, He wa3‘a. 
sun of Commedore Henry B. Brevoort, cne- 

¢ Gommedore Perry's most gallant eifi- 
cers, who settled here soon after the close 
of the war of 1812. His mother was Cath- 
erine Navarre, who was a direct descend- 


ant of Anthony de Bourbon, King of Na- 
varre, whose son became Henry ILV., of 
Frarce. 

Mest of John Brevoort's early life was 
parsed on a furm on what is now Twenty- 
tirst street. ‘There he shot ducks <¢nd 
trapped muskrats and beaver. His hunt- 
ing cxcursiens often took him within gun- 
shot of the site of the Russell House, 
where, on the banks of the river Savoyard, 
he shot wild fowl. 

His father cwned 25 acres of land along 
Force sureet, now known us the old Bre- 
voort farm. This land was bought for $1 2 
per acre. Mr. Brevoort a few years ago 
sola a portion of it at the rate of $760 fer 
acre, Uuring the last third of a century 
My. Brevvort had Hved on his beautiful 
farm on the Rouge river. In 18938 he mar- 
rled Miss Eliza Navarre, daughter of Jo-. 
seph Nayarre, of Munroe, and they had 
two children, Henry N. Brevoort and a 
caughter, who is now Mrs. Allie Brevoort 
Alteruque. His wife died two-yenrs ego. 
Mr. Grevoort leaves an estate conservative- 
ly valued at $175,000, . 

The funeral will take place this afternoon 
from. the residence in Oakwood, ; 
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OAKWOOD WANTS 
SINGLE NAME, NOT 
TWO, FOR VILLAGE 





“Navarre” as Postoffice 
Address Confusing, Says 


Commerce Board. 


Members of the Oakwood Board 
of Commerce want the name of their 
postofice or the Villae changed. 
They will petition the village coun- 


cll to act on the matter at its next 
meeting. 


The postoffice address of the vii- 
lage ly Navarre. and this has cuus- 
\ed confusion on innumerable oc-! 


casions when persons who know 
their friends live in Oakwood ud- 
Gress them there. “Auk thy average 
Detroiter where Navarre js and he 
cannot tell vou," gaid Dr. Benja- 
spin, the vwillace health ollicer, Mon- 
ay. : 


“Oakwood is waking up to its 
possibilities,” continued the doctor, 
“and would be seriously ee 
ped by the conflicting names, The 
touge river ig navigable tv our 
doors and all the railroads of De- 
troit run through the village. If 
the leading citizens suspend thel 
\efforts it would only be a matter | 
Of time until the village built it~. 
se . ] 
“At present there are  severn) 
large manufacturing concerns con- 
sidering Oakwood as a location for 
thelr plants. The Detroit City Gas 
company has sturted construction 
work on a large plant and has the 
permission of the village to run its 
pipes through the main street to 
the city.” 
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Navarre 1914 Detroit Free Press 





Rudolph J. Poletto 


Businessman 
enjoyed golf 
Rudolph J. Poletto, a former De- 
troiter, died Wednesday, Sept. 23, 
1992, of cancer at the Hospice by the 
Sea, Boca Raton, Fla. He was 66. 
Mr. Poletto grew up in the Oak- 
wood section of Detroit, and worked 
in the family 
businesses 
Oakwood Bak- 
ery and West- 
ern Grape Co. 
He was co-own- 
er of Jumbo Su- 
per Market in 
Lincoln Park, 
which opened 
for business in 
1951. He re- 
tired in 1981, Mr. Poletto 








three years after moving to Boca 
Raton. 

“My father was a person of deep 
personal commitment to his family 
and his friends,” said his son, John, a 
real-estate broker in Boca Raton. “He 
was a man not of words, but of action. 

“He was a mild man — but with a 








Oakwood bakery, Sept 1992, Detroit Free Press] 
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Oakwood bakery, 1992, Detroit Free Press2 i 
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LEITCH MEMORIAL : 
CHURCH T0 OPEN 


$12,000 Gift Lifts Indebted. 
, ness for Oakwood Con- 
gregation. 


The Leltch Memorial Presbyterian 
ehurch in Oakwood wil! told its 
f opening services tomorrow, with 

Sunday school at 9:45 a. m. and 
_ preaching services at 11 a. m. and 
7:30 p. m. In the morning, Rev. 
M. C. Pearson, execufive sécretary | 
of the Detroit Presbytery, will 
mereach, and in the evening, Rev. 

. H. Belfrey. | 
This firat unit of the church, 
ae h is valued at $22,000, and was. 
_ taken over from the Congregational | 
_ denomination, has been cleared of | 
- tmdebetedness by a xift of $12,000 

from Mrs. John Leitch. The build- | 

also has been renovated | 
ughout. | 
Besides Dr. Pearson, Alexander — 
Munro, president of the Presby- | 
jan board of church ie i 
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will speak. The church has 
r n named in memory of the late 
\ ohn Leitch. , 








Oakwood Nov 5 1927, Detroit Free Press TH 
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Officers of the Detroit Salt Co. 
- confidently expect to be at work 
if mining rock salt on thelr property 
at the River Rouge, early In July. 
4 The shaft now is down to a depth 
of 780 feet, and it must be driven 
92 feet lower, or 872 feet In all, 
mm | before the task is completed. 
fae No water has been encountered 
during the last 240 feet, and the 
pumps are finding no difficulty tn 
caring for the water which was en- 
| countered nearer the surface. 
{ When the plant is in running or- 
1 der, a battle of ten years with the 
}forces of Nature will have been 
won, and an uctual investment of 
about $1,000.909 will be represent- 
ed. The output at first will be 
about 1.000 tons daily. 
Not until the last few weeks has 
anything appeared above the Sur- 
face of the ground to really tndl- 
leate to the residents and visitors 
fto that lovality that werk of any 
consequence has been golng on, but 
there now stands at the head of the 
shaft which has cost so many dol- 
lars and discouragements, a tower- 
ing stee! frame work. as shown in 
| ies accompanying picture. This 


~) 





' 





framework is 125 feet high and has 
a ton of steel in it for every foot 
| of hight. it rests on huge con- 
jerete piers, which in turn rest on 
2» solld horizontal sinb of rein- 
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fee, thick, spreading under the 
jentire area of the structure, mak- 
ni 














forced concrete three and_a_ half 








(?|IDETROIT SALT CO. VICTORIOUS 
fed OVER MANY BITTER OBSTACLES 


STEEL FRAMEWORK OF ROCK HOUSE. 


ing it altogether a very permanent 
work, and one may now for the 
first time get a crude idea of the 
extent of the entire mine when he 
considers that this steel structure 
represents only about one-eighth 
of the shaft as far as depth Is 
concerned, That ts to say, if you 
would consider the entire salt mine 
thus far completed as a vake of 
ice, the steel structure represents 
only that portion of the whole cake 
of ice which would be seen above 
the water, the other seven-elghths. 
us is well known to eevry school 
hoy. being below the surface, un- 
seen. 

This steel bullding ts known as 
a “rock house.” and will be en- 
closed to pretect its contents from 
the weather, which contents will 
consist of machinery for elevating 
the salt from the mine and crush- 
;ers for breaking the rock into re- 
quired sizes, semewhat as is done 
at coal mines, tt will also contain 
bins for the storing and handling 
of the rock salt. Tho structure 
was designed. fabricated and erect- 
ed by the Wisconsin Bridge & Iron 
Company. of Milwaukee, which has 
local offices in the Moffat building. 

This structure marks the fourth 
rock salt producing area in the 
United States und the first in Mich- 
igan. The salt deposits being of 
highest grade, several hundred 
feet thick, and extending over hun- 
dreds of acres, make a possibillty 
for excellent return on the money 
invested during thexe ten years un- 
der such discouraging conditions. 
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Oakwood 1909 Salt Mine 





citizenry it is considered a’,vital. 
one. «,** _ 


"Phe presen vita une proposed : 
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ts of the vil rule are fayv<".) 
oring the pro @ change. +. « /S 
“Why noes We annex to; De-.) 
mt of Oakwecd “War arsiteen 
sound financiel baéls, Wa ° Stee 
where near to our bonding limit. At,’ 
Ahead. with” iioprovemnenta” whith, | 

{€ taken Into Detroit, we 11d 
secure for several yoare. Our tax 
rate In oexcecdingly low, betng only ~ 
13 lia, with a promise : v 

mate for 


, 
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“- 


|#ons alone, IT can sce no reason wh 
we should become part of Detroit” 
Z] 


ns, 7 

eae te Haskins, the annexa- 
‘tlon movement wasvutarted -by: “a 
prejudiced few old tlers.” whose 
ee was Incurred by cu 
OF certain concessions which they 
poasensed previous to the present 
oar enistracion. * 

He spys that William Rennfe. an 
Oakw coal dealer and leader for 
annexation, fartuerty did “teaming 
or the villace. On investigation. 
Haskins decided that Rennie's bills 
presented to the rouncll for services 
were unreagonatic, and oan recoem-. 
were dispensed with. Thie anton nz 

ere disper with. is action In-- 
pe ige the wrath of Rennie, Teskine 

a. / ° 

' Detroiter Leada “Pron” 

Leo A. Rosier, 26 Mt. Vernon ave- 
nue, Detroit. owner of extensive 
Propertica and for the :past six 

rs owner of a real estate office 
n the village. ls dechdediy and en- 
thusiastically in favor o 
tion, TR ! 


realty ventures. 

the condemnation suit im 

ederal court last winter, when the 

Fovernment condemned the property 

along the Rouge river for widening 

er Roster waa employed by 

th the Ford Motor compan ad 
the General Motors company 

cugnctty of 








are discouraged because of their in- 


ability to borrow money from Detroit 


institutions, whereas if we wero part 
of Detrolt they would experience no 


troybie on this score. From Spe 


angle of the situation, 1 feel that 
Oakwood should become part of 
Detroit in order to prosper,’ suys 
Roaler. ; 7 


Many Detrolters Opposed. | 


At a recent mecting of the council 
of the city of Detroit. five’ of the 
counchi mombers went on record_as 
opposed to the annexation of Ouk- 
wood, The councilmen were James 
Vernor, Richard M. Wetson.. Sher- 
man Littieficid, William I}. Bradley 
and John C. Nagel. . 

“The reason bur. tax rate Is 0 
high is that we have taken ‘40 square 
injies of unimproved propérty with- 
in the tast ten years, more than half 
‘of oyr totat arva. We have had tu 
bulld sewers, schools’ and streets 
and put down water fipes for all 
the undevéloped.territory. Of course 
our taxes are high. I am opposed to 
annexing more undeveloped terri- 


tory until we are itn a-position- to}. 


take care of it,” Mr. Bradley said. 
In a recent interview with Jogeph 
A. Martin, commissioner of . pibiic 
works. ho declared that if Oakwood 
was taken into Detroit it would be 
at least five years before Oakwood 
would receive any attention from 
the public works in the way of im- 
provements, as it will take at least 
fiVe yeurs before the undeveloped 
property within tho clty limits Is 
improved. — 
Oakwood, bordering the huge blast 
furnaces of Henry ord and siftu- 
ated on the Rouge river in the cen- 
ter of an industrial ‘section which. 
it is predicted, will be a world port. 
has an assessed valuation of $4,350,- 
000, and‘is provided with a model 


grade and high school. Every rali-f 
road entering Detroit from the west! 


passes through the village of Oak- 
wood. The leading tndustry in the 
village is the Detruit Rock Salt 
company. which is engaged tn the 
productica of sait taken from an 
immense mine. 

The vote required to make Oak- 
wood part of Datroit is a two-thirds 
| majority. 











Oakwood 1921, Detroit Free Press2 








MAN HELD AS SUSPECT 
IN GROCERY BOMBING 


_ Registered at police headquarters 
On a charge of “suspicion of at- 
tempter murder.” Ugo Rossi. 35 
years old, of Brevoort avenue, Oak- 
wood, Is held as a suspect In con- 
nection with the bombing, early 
Friday morning. of the grocery 
store of Alex Pugno, 11297 Brevoort 
avenue. VPalice declare that Rossi 
if a bustness rival of Pugno, and 
‘they add that business rivairy was 
the cause of the bomb explosion. 
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Oakwood 1922 in hens article. i 
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AT ‘SHIMMY AMP? 


Police Also Raid 3 Other Re, 


sorts in Oakwood Section. 


A dance hall known in  Opolica 
nomenclature as “the shimmy 
vamp” and three other alleged ports 
of the thirsty in Oakland were une 
cordial hosts of police raiders Tuese 
day night. 

In a trench running the length of 
the hall and reached by a trap door 
behind the bar, the police say they 
feund 18 quarts of wine, 27 bottles 
of berr and a quart of whisky at 
11417 Brevvort avenue, the “shimmy 
camp.” 

A visit to 11353 Brevoort yielded 
618 pints of beer, seven and a halt 
canes of beer, five gallons of wine 
and three gallons of whisky, ac- 
carding to polleo reports. Calls and 
Arrests also were made at 11263 
Weat Fort atreet, 113056 West Fort. 
both in Oakland: a restaurant run 
by Vincent Lakics. 4458 West Jef- 
ferson avenue, and the home of 
Frank Letyen.: 8095 Chamberla!n 
evenuc. 

Two patrolmen of Hunt strert 
wtation stopped a truck at Dubois 
and Chestnut streets late Tuesday 
and uncovered 60 barrels of what 
they claim was real beer Effin 
Randall, 34 years old, 557 Enat Can- 
field avenue, and Gus Fink, 27 years 
old, 2514 Wabaah avenus, were ar- 
rested und charged with violating 
the prohibition law. 
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Oakwood 1922, party, party,party 
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Clashes With Rogers i in Attack 
on Articles of Deputy 
Road Head. 


Crema! te The Pree 


Lansing. May > au 5 ! 
“« sovernar 


Groesbeck, Tuesday again took 
Uowmissioner Frank Rogers of the 


Wehway department and bis sides 
to task 


| Thousands See General Haan 
Honor Fighting Parson 
of Red Arrow. 


Detrett free Preee lhereeu 
i teh Pree 
Mu 
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Filst,. May 22-—As « crowning 
jevent of his twenty filth anniver 
sary on entering the priesthood 


Leone before the appe' 
theueands of people We 
ed at the park The 
the green hill sides of 1 
amphitheater while ee 
panies of national guar 
mand ef Brigadier Gene 
Wipes. fermed «4 gunte 
toe the valley below, Tht 
the military aed che 
paserd. 


State Pricets Heer 


: The flare up came at « meeting 
of the estate administrative board 


The governor charged that Levi 
Netlaen 
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two high honors, one from the! 4% General leas, wh 


iehurch and the other mllitary.\ ithe great crowd broke 
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school is Detroit's by 
ad but it takes fts place In 
the family as 4 genuine heir, with 
all the privileges and duties per- 
taining thereto. Until recently, 
Hunter was in Oakwood, but the 
annexation of that village by De- 
troit, brought it into Detroit's edu- 
cational system, 

As s00n as annexation was com- 
pleted, Hunter pupils began train- 
ing for the annual field meet to be 
held on Belle Isle, June 1, and for 
which The Free Presa is offering 

trophies and rap prizes. 
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2 Police, Youth 
Save Boy in River 


Two patrolmen and a youth res- 
cued Irving Eagle, 6 years old, 206 
Oakwood avenue, from drowning at 
7:30 p. m. last night when he fell 
into the River Rouge from a dock 
near the Fort street bridge. The 
boy, who had been playing with 
companions on the dock, was un- 
conscious when rescued. 

Louis Cox, 21, of 1628 Banner 
street, hearing the boy's screams, 
plunged into the river to save him. 
Patrolman John Campbell leaped in 
a moment dater. The boy and the 
two men were dragged to safety 
by Patrolman Clarence Busick. The 
policemen are stationed at Booth 
24, Oakwood avenue and Fort street. 














Oakwood 1928 

















) 


Brotherly Eleven. 
Is Oakwood’ Team 


Oakwood Blue Jackets, runner-| 
up to Schmidt's in the Recreation 
Football League last season. will 
have five sets of brothers in its 
opening line-up Sunday when it 
meets the champions at North- 
western Field at 3 p. m. 

The Donati, Lodisio, Cemate, 
Farino and Mottorelli brother 
combinations hold 10 of the posi- 
tions on the Blue Jackets team. | 
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SANDLOTTER OF THE MONTH 
Cristanti’s Strike-Outs 
Humiliate Rival Batters 
at the Rate ot 19 a Game 


Leo Cristanti, a slender right-hander who has averaged 19 strike-' 
outs a game during the first month of the sandlot season, is the first 
Free Preas Sandiotter of the Month 

As the No. 1 hurler for the Oakwood Aces in Class D Leo has won 
four games, allowed 11 hits in those contests and has had at least 
16 strikeouts in each tilt 

This ts the second year that« 
Cristanti has pitched in Class D 
Last year he was second in thi 
pitching ranks, getting seven ver- 
dicts in eight starts, allowing 1.2 
runs a game and pitching S52 1-3 
Inninns 
T5—COUNT "EM 

To date Leo has collected 75 
strikeouts, 16 of them against 
Martin's when he pitched a five- 
hitter and won, 12 to 1. He fanned 
17 Springfield hitters and gave up 
two hits as he won again, 12 to 0, 
and he whitfed 19 In stopping 
Wurlitzer on two hits, 10 to 2. 

His best performance was 
against the Scorpions, although 

he had a tough time winning, *¢ 
to 5. He gave up only two hits 
and had 25 strikeouts during Lhe 
nine innings 
SHUNS BIG TIME 

Christanti lives at 562 Bavside 
He ts 17 years old and has at- (4 A 
tended the Ford Trade School . , *! 
where he got his start as a pitcher LE CRISTANTI | 
riis performance last year earned Winner of Free Press Trophy 
him a trial with the White Sox 
but a combination of home-sick-| and several others who performed 











| ness and a sore arm brought him’ brilliant!.s iring the first four 
| back to Detroit weeks of the 1244 season 
| Cristanti nosed out Bob Kerr, | The Free Press will award a 


of Sam's; Tony Bukovich, of Auto| trophy to the leadine sandiotter 
Club; Lindy Lindbergh, of Wurms,| each month during the season. 
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ARTERS OF A DEBT-FREE $500,000 ORGANIZATION 
It all started with a collection to buy a football 
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Oakwood 1954 posted in sections easy to read that way.Part 1 
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COACH HUGO DE MATTEO WITH 1954-STYLE BLUE 4: 
The poolroom beginnings are almost forgotten | now 
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By ZACHARE BALL 
Free Press Special Writer 

Although Marie Gonella had a growing 
[talian market to run in the 1920s, she had time 
to help Italian immigrants 
settle into their new lives 
in the Italian community 
around Oakwood Blvd. in 
southwest Detroit. | 

“She was the interpret- 
er,” said her son Ray. “If 
someone bought a refriger- 
ator from Sears, she would 
call Sears, even if she was 
busy, and tell them where 
to deliver it.” 

Mrs. Gonella, 85, for- was. Gonene 
merly of Detroit, died Tuesday at Wyandotte 
General Hospital. 

She arrived in the United States in 1913 and 
married Pietro Gonella in 1918. They opened an 
ice cream store near Eight Mile and Gratiot. 

By 1926, the Gonellas had moved to the 











obituaries 


Foods on Bayside. 

In 1960, Mrs. Gonella’s sons, Ray and John, 
took over the business and, besides the regular 
fare, started offering homemade Italian meat 
products. Mrs. Gonella retired in 1968 to Tuc- 
son, Ariz. The market moved in 1972 from 
Bayside to its present location on Oakwood. Her 
husband died in 1980. 

Mrs. Gonella was one of the founders of the 
women’s atxiliary of the Oakwood Blue Jack- 
ets, a social organization. 

Besides her sons, Mrs. Gonella is survived by 
two brothers; 12 grandchildren; 25 great-grand- 
children, and seven great-great-grandchildren. 

Services will be at 9 a.m. Saturday at Voren 
Funeral Home, 5900 Allen Road, Allen Park, 
followed by a 9:30 a.m. mass at Our Lady of Mt. 
Carmel Church, 555 Oakwood, Detroit. 

Entombment will be in Holy Sepulchre Cem- 


southwest side and opened Gonella’s Imported_et 


Market operator was ‘the interpreter’ 





| Marie Gonella 























FAMILY IS EVERYTHING 





Victoria Aloe: Living symbol of Old World tradition 


The Aloe family of Oakwood. circa 1931: Victoria is at left, Alex and Michael standing, and 
Johnny on his father Louis’ lap. 
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By MIKE DUFFY 
Free Press Stet Writer 

Victoria Sivori Aloe, a tiny, tart 
woman who likes to do for herself and 
gets cranky if she can't, is 85, She has 
more memories than most of us. 

And as she looks back across the 
years, sifting through the bittersweet, 
rough edges of a hard life, she is 
comforted by thoughts of family. 
Family, you see, is all. 

Mrs. Aloe (pronounced “A-loy’’), a 
widow, has lived in the same home on 
the same street in the same neighbor- 
hood in a southwest corner of Detroit 
since 1922. 

The neighborhood is Oakwood, It 
is a family place, a large Italian family 
place. 


VICTORIA ALOE is a symbol of 
that Old World tradition. She has 
stayed on in Oakwood, But tradition 
has been tempered, diluted, and her 
closest kin in America, her sons, have 
left the neighborhood. For them and 
their children, Oakwood js a place to 
visit. Where Mama lives. 

“T think my granddaughter Anita is 
going to come and move in with me,” 
Mrs. Aloe sald. “I hope so. I don't got 
nothing more than my sons in this 
world. Family? It's the only support I 
got.” 

Fifty and 60 years ago, immi- 
grants, many of them miners from 
northern Italy, came to America and 
to Oakwood) to work in the pits of the 
International Salt Co. Later, when 
Henry Ford offered $40 for 40 hours 
work, they streamed into the nearby 
Rouge assembly plant. With their new 
world money, they started families 
and built neat frame and brick homes. 
Always, they spoke Italian, and the 
lyrical chatter of a native tongue filled 
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Free Press Photo by RICHARD LEE 
Victoria Aloe at 85: She's lived in 
the same house on the same 
street since 1922. 








the sidewalks and porches of Mak- 
wood 


Nothing, of course, remains the 
same. But almost. 

The percentage of Italians in the 
eight-block neighborhood, the resi- 
dents say, has dropped to about 60 
percent. Many of the children and 
grandchildren of Oakwood) have left, 
moving to close-by communities like 
Melvindale and Allen Park. Some tired 
of being surrounded by a massive 
industrial complex, where the pollu- 
tion of the lime and chemical and 
petroleum producers became a dreary 





fact of life. Others, wanting a new life 
of their own, sought a suburban 
dream. 

Stil], Oakwood) survives as a neigh- 
borhood. Victoria Aloe stays to sift 
through her memories. This is home. 

The streets, Bayside and Colonial 
and Greyfriars, are still neat and trim. 
The homes are still well-kept, most of 
them. Families sull shop for Italian 


And oldtimers still play boccel and sip 
wine at the Oakwood Blue Jackets, 
formerly a neighborhood athletic 
club. 


“fT WORK HARD all my life, I tell 
you truth,” Victoria Aloe said in her 
clipped English. 

She sat on the living room couch, 
an imposing portrait of her late hus- 
band Louis on the wall behind her. He 
died of a stroke on New Year's Eve, 
1963. The hot July day would have 
been his 88th birthday. She looked 
through the box of snapshots and 
photographs resting at her feet; pic- 
tures of weddings and parties and 
trips, even one of her in a bathing suit 
in 1941. Victoria Aloe’s tiny, lined 
mouth curved Into a quick smile. 

“Genova, Genova. That is where I 
came from,” she said. “I came here, to 
America, in 1913. I came by myself, 1 
was 18,” 

“My family were farmers. I 
watched the sheep and carried wood 
and dig bundles of hay. We never had 
things to eat. | would come home at 
night and ask my mama what have we 
got to eat. And she would say, "Noth- 
ing, nothing.” We didn't even have 
cornbread, and I would be crying 
because we didn't have even corn- 
bread.” 








Oakwood 1979 news article. 
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MICHICAN M E 


MOR IES 


German Christmas was a tradition on Saginaw Bay 


BY PATRICIA PEEBLES 


nna Grandjean was born on a cold 
January day in 1900 in a house her 
father built on newly developed land in 
Quanicassee, on Saginaw Bay near Bay 


City. 
She and her five sisters spent simple but 
days. 





Since there was no school within many miles, 
Anna's family arranged for her to spend her 
early school years on the family farm near 
Reese, where her grandparents had settled 
from Germany. She was lovingly cared for by 
three doting maiden aunts and a bachelor 
uncle. The best food, and dresses sewn by one 
of her aunts, were provided. 

Uncle Henry walked ahead of Anna to the 
one-room schoolhouse 2 miles away when the 
windswept snow was deep on cold winter days; 
she followed, putting her small feet into the 
path left by his big boots. 
customs were observed. Lebkuchen, 


holiday. The supply often was depleted before 
Dec. 25 by little hands that found the 


temptation too great. 

Atree, cut in the nearby woods, was 
trimmed with glowing candles. Then on 
Christmas Eve, after loud knocks on the door, 





Anna (Grandjean) Holmes and Helen 
Sherlock on her first day of school. 


Mrs. Krieger — a neighbor dressed as Kris 
Kringle — came bounding in with her 
knapsack. Apples — and perhaps an orange, if 
available — were given to each child. 

Back in Quanicassee, long summers were 
spent taking turns hoeing weeds in the sugar- 
beet fields. Anna and her sisters grew healthily 


with the diet of fresh eggs, dairy products and 
garden produce. The farm boasted an ice- 
house supplied with large blocks of ice brought 
by a horse-drawn dray by Anna’s father from 
the bay. The ice was preserved with sawdust, 
and meat and dairy products were stored. 
There was ice cream every Sunday when 
relatives came to visit. 

Carefree, barefooted days made wearing 
shoes difficult when it came time to return to 
school in the fall. 

Anna and a girlfriend attended Caro High 
School. living in a rented room with kitchen 
privileges. She finished her high-schoo! 


education at Saginaw High in 1916. From there, 


she went to State Normal Schoo! in Ypsilanti, 
now known as Eastern Michigan University. 

In 1917, feeling very apprehensive of the big 
city, she obtained the position of second-grade 
teacher at Hunter School in southwest Detroit. 
She resided in a room in the Sherlock home on 
Colonial Street, with parents of a child in her 
class, She made many new friends in the 
ensuing years and was married in 1922. She 
and her husband bought a home on Luther 
Avenue, and lived there for another seven 
years before moving to Dearborn. 


Anna (Grandjean) Holmes, now in her 
90th year, lives at Cherrywood Nursing and 
Living Center in Sterling Heights. Her children 
are Patricia Peebles of Redford and Robert 
Holmes of Warren. 


Michigan Memones, 

a feature of the Free 
Press, the state's 
oldest newspaper, 
appears on Thursdays 
nm 

Your Tum 

Send your story to: 
Michigan Memories. 
Detroit Free Press. 


321 W. Lafayette, 
Detrott 48226. 


The Michigan 
Histoncal Museum 
also is soliciting 
memories for its 
public collection. Send 
your memory and a 
$10 contribution to 
the museum at 

717 W. Allegan. 
Lansing 48918 
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Oakwood Village Council Adopts ' 
Measure; Women Wish Law : 


to Apply to Men, Too. 


“Curfew stall nat toot tanizht.” | 

This ja Onukwoaod village counells 
reading ef it. For at Thursday's 
meeting rhes pave the frst twe 
readings te an ardinanee that pro- 
vides for the blowing of a [otnd: 
Siren whistle every nleht at A949 
o'clock, when all these who have; 
mot attained the ake of 4 yerra 
must: he at home. 

The eurfew tdea was the ent. 
growth of the roller skating «rane 
developed this spring among the vil- 
lage Juventha, the nolse of which 
delayed the shuimbers of same of the 
trustees and others, The vtilase 
has new cement sidewalks on al- 
meat every atreet and the nuisance 
Was ieneral. However, as the or- 
Ainance eannot reeelve a Uhird rene. 
luge fer mn month and willl not be- 
come effective untli 20 days after } 
thet, tf is mot likely that tt will, 
offer much relik® chia year. 

“That ordinance should apply to 
the then alee. safe the wife of ane 
ef the ndvowates of the mensure jaast 
right. “OC they weld foelude them- | 
selver, it mixht attract the ntten-) 
tlon of the rest of the country to us; 
as having a meetel village.” | 
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Oakwood Villace,May 12, 1913, Detroit Free Press. 





) 


© 


ISUBURBAN 
PIG KILLED, DRESSED, 
| AND THEN IS STOLEN 


Cool Sneakthief Walks Off With 
Prize Porker Which Oakwood 
Man Was Fattening. 


In the pen which Alex Hunter, of 
Oakwood. had purposely built near 
his house, so that he would be able 
to hear any marauder whu attempt- 
eu to enter it, some cool thief killed 
and dressed a pig which Hunter had 


been feeding for a month, and then 
walked off with it. leaving the feet 
and viscera in the pen. 

The thett was perpetrated Thurs- 
day night, but Llunter, who thought 
he wvuuld be able to hear any one 
who just entered the pen, Is at a 
loss to understand how it was cver 
tione. The porker weighed close to 
-0 pounds and Hunter was jus? 
settings ready to kill it himself, 
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SAVES GIRL, 
RISKING LIFE 


Walter Gayhart, Benumbed by 
icy Water, Almost Drowns 


After Rescue. 


Waher Gayhart, skating on the 
River Rouge, nearly lost bis Ufe by 
drowning last night efter he had 
rescued Mies Vern Montgomery, of 

from the river. 

Miss Montgomery ventured too 
fur under the Detroit, Monroe & To- 
leds alectric line bridge and wus 
soon in the icy embrace of the 
Riser Kouge. Gayhart without 
hesitation jumped tn to the young 
woman's roeeue. He managed to 
litip her to strong ice where she 
war drawn out, 

Lenuwled by the cold, Gayhart 
fell back inte the water. He hed 
gone duwn twice when he was final. 
ly rescued by other skaters, 

Fred Glover, a resident of Oal- 

Ine over the bridge 
at heerd a man strug- 
«lin er beneath, Clover 
hastened down on the ice, throw off 
hie coat and with it pulled the man 
from the water. The rescued one 
did nut step long enough to give 
hie mame or addresg but with his 
teeth chattering Wke castanets he 
murmured “thanks” as he ran off 
the lee and down Fort street in the 
direction of the cits. 

Join Matter, Jr. 12 reare old, of 
Wyandotte, nurrowiy escaped drown- 
ing yesterday morning while play- 
luge on the cakes of ice foating about 
the river. Ho lost his footing after 
Jumping from one cake of ico to 
another and would have drownea 
had not his cries been heard by 
Mershal Van Horn. an emp oye 61 
Marx's brewery. Van Horn secured 
a pole, which he pushed out to the 
boy. and he was quickly pulisa 
ashore. 
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Oakwood, Baseball,June 4, 1951 , Free Press 








SUBURBAN 


OAKWOOD'S SCHOOL 
CORNERSTONE LAID 


| Superintendent Chadsey is Chief 
| Speaker at Start of New 
$55,000 Structure. 


(iakwood villake entered upon a, 
new epech in ite history Friday 
afternoon when the cornerstone of 
its new $55,090 school bullding wag 
laid. Appropriate ceremonies mark- 
ed the occaston, which, thourb sim- 
Pile, Were Very Impressive. 

shortly before 2 oclack, 239 
Puplis, carrying American fags, 
marched from the old sthoel bulld- | 
‘ings to the site of the new schoo!) 
jon Fourth street. They were in 
— 
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Oakwood, Detroit Freepress, Oct 3, 1914. Part 1 
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charge of Superintendent James 5.| 
Cully and thelr teachera. 

| Hugh McLean, president both of | 
| the village and the board of edu: i- | 
}tlen, acted as master of er oerin: | 





ijand jaid the cornerstone. “-iperin- 
tendent of Schoola C. EL. cnadsey, 
Of Dotroit, delivercd the prinvipal 
ndditessz, while Alexander + Hun- 
ter, after whom the new school will 
be named, described the hiscory of 
the Qakwood achools. 

Tne new building, which was de- 
flg@ned by Van Leyen & Schilling, 
willl be of two stories, It will con- 
tain elght roonia, and will be con- 
etructed so that etght additional 
rvoms can be addgd when required. 
it is expected to have the sckooi 
completed by spring. — 
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Oakwood, Detroit Freepress, Oct 3, 1914. Part 2 
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‘Snowballs’ Prove | 


Real Ammunition 


: ' 
Missiles Used by Boys Turn) 
Out to Be Dynamite 


Somewhere in Detroit are two 
families who would turn simulta- 
neously pale if they knew what 
their young sons had been using 
for “snowballs.” 


The two small boys, hauling a 
sled along the banks of the River 
Rouge near Dix Road stumbled 
over"a gunny sack. Nearby resi- 


dents saw the two boys open the 


sack, extract some gray sticks and 
study them. A few minutes later 
they saw the two breaking the 
sticks into chunks and throwing 
them at each other. One of the 
nearby residents went over to look 
at their snowball ammunition. 


He took one look, paled, and 
backed hurriedly away. The boys 
were hurling dynamite at each 
other. When police arrived, the 
two Sng sters had moved on, 
probably find more exciting 
amusement. The officers gathe 
up 32 sticks of dynamite. It is be- 
lieved the dynamite had been stolen 
and hidden on the river bank. 
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OAKWOOD BANK IS LIKELY 


Citizens of Village Considering 


Plans to Capitalize Institution. 


About 20 citizens of Oakwood vili- 
lage listened to a proposition last 
night whereby a bank will be estab- 
lishecd im the village. It is proposed 
to capitalize the institution at $24.- 
009 and it is expected that a suf- 
ficiently large amount of stock can 
be subscribed In the village to elect 
a majority of the board of trus- 
tees. 

The building will be located on 
the boulevard, and work upon it 
will begin at once if the necessary 
amount of stock ean be sold. The 
promoter of the plan will attend tha 
council meeting ronight and meet 
with any who may wish to subscribe 
or to learn further particulars, 





(0 


) 


s 





Oakwood, Ecorse, 20 Oct, 1910, Freepress 





Says He Fed Victim, Then Killed Her | 





CLARENCE NORTON 





Oakwood, Jan 9.1938, Detroit Free press. Part 1 





Culprit Admits | 
He Slew Blond 


Tells Police of Battle 
in Automobile 


Within two hours after his 
errest Saturday at his home at 780 


Oukwood Ave, about 3 a.m. Friday 
when Miss Mahn entered. 

"She said she wasn't feeling well 
and wanted a cup of coffee,” 
Norton told Wencel. “She also 


St. and she said, ‘You're going the 
wrong way.’” 
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Attempted Attack 

He then turned into Sanders 
Ave. he said, and while driving 
attempted to attack her. She re- 
pulsed and he swung the car 
around suddenly, 

“She slipped and hit her head 
hard on the side of the car,” Nor- 
ton said. “I st and she tried 
to get out, but I pulled her back 
into the rear seat and there I hit 
her several times on the head with 
her shoe and tied the collar of her 
dress around her throat. Then I 
drove a few feet into the field and 
dumped her body out.” 

Norton sald that he then re- 
turned home and went to bed, 
When he woke, he found her shoe 
and purse in the car and burned 
them. 

Counter Man Gives Tip 

Norton was arrested shortly 
nfter noon Saturday at his home 
after Fred Boyles, counter man at 
the restaurant, had told police of 
eeeing Norton with Miss Mahn. 
Norton's name was obtained from 
acquaintances and an address 
from the records of the Detroit 
Steel Corp, where he worked until 
recently 

Homicide Squad officers dis- 
covered that they had v 
the wrong address on 
Ave. and were about to leave when 
they spied a tan car parked out- 
vide No, 780. They found blood- 
stains in the back seat. 

The officers then surrounded 
the house and broke in. They 
found Norton sitting at a table 
with two packed bags lying at his 
leet 

Norton came from Chicago and 
has been in Detroit about a year, 
Wencel said. 

Mise Mahn, who had worked 
until New Year's Eve as a wait- 
ress at the Spanish Villa beer gar- 
ven, 8605 W. Vernor Highway, 

emt to the beer garden as a 
customer Thursday night after 

ving home about 8:45 p. m 

She left the beer garden early | 
rriday, police said, with two men 
nd a girl, and rode around with |, 
them for a while before going to), 
the restaurant, 





WANTED—HEL?—MALE. 


A 
WORD 


TO 
SALESMEN 

Come up to our office and 
Iet us show you an oppor- 
tunity to make — real 
money. Do you realize 
iy is doing 
on the 
Riv This is 
NOW one of the greatest 
industrial projects in this 

country and getting larger | 
onary day. We have over 

i new 

| 

| 

| 


HILL 
SUBDIVISION. 
The price is only $850. 
10% down and S810 month- 
ly, a and this price includes 
all improvements. It is 
well restricted and just the 
place where the better 
class will want a home. 
We pay very liberal com- 
mission and assist you in 
closing deals. Special in- 
ducements to salesmen 
with cars: If you want to 
make money, sec 
W. M. CROWN, 
SALES MANAGER, 
T. H. WELCH CO., 
302-3-4 HAMMOND 


BLDG. 
PHONE MAIN 36. 
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DEATH SEQUEL TO: FRIEN 
‘GREETING: YO! 


THEN. ‘SHOOTS. FARMER’S SON 











“You Scared My Brothers,” He 
A ‘Screams, : ‘Then: Fires; Police. 
PM; ‘Hold: Suspect. ems 

: . The. call of .a mischievous softs to 
(riends through the darkness of the 
night. caused the death shortly after 
8 Pp. m. Wednesdey, of Lornie Lear, 
Oakwood farmer !ad, shot just above 
the ‘heart by another youth. © Lear 
died’ on the way to the hospital, 
rie, with Louls Zimmerman, 35 
years old, and Howard Thompson, 
35, hath of Oakwood, were standing 
on.the Edger street viaduct, Oak- 
wood, shortly. before 8 o'clock, when 
Rose Slowitz and two amall hoys 


of the neighborhood passed beneath 
the bridge. 

-“Hello, Rosie!” leer called to tho 
woman. She recognized his voice 
and returned tho greeting. ‘ 

Zimmerman and Thompson sald a 
f2aw minutes later a boy about 14 








baa: sciousness before he died,’ and 

















IDLY -: 
TH. ACCUSES, 





years. “old came upon’ ‘them. ja. 
darkness, ° 


: “Nou :scared my: ‘brothers!"= ee 
youth. abmost screamed. at bribed 


companions said. ‘ 
LS ‘I did nat,” Lear ‘answered.. 
‘Yes, you.-did.”. And- with aeae. 
they sald; the. boy. .fired’ a::revolver 
point-blank at’ Lear, who sank. to 
tee ground unconscious, ... . 
Sergeant Charics and Officer: War- 
dell, of.the Oakwood: police: depart- 
mont, were. called. » Wardell tried 
to gat Lear, to-the hoagpital before 
he died, ‘but his efforts ‘were futile. 
~ Wardell said Lear did not ‘regain 


unable to give authorities his 
idea of the shooting. 

The sheriff's office immediately 
was notified, and Deputy Sheriffe 
Brooks and Burman started work 
on ths case 

Lear lived with his parents, : 
and Mrs. Robert Lear, on a farm 
fronting Ecorse avenue, Oakwood. 
He worked for his father. 

Frank Sertette, 18° years old, of 
No. 1 Victoria avenue, was arrested 
by Oakwood police, He was brought 
to Detroit for questioning. 





Oakwood. Oct 20. 1921. Detroit Free Press 





to sink the new # 
lant. When other 
he shaft shortly ane te 


the 
deep, biack water in the bottom of 
the pit. Two workmen then made 
the attempt, but were overcome. 
Fortunately they fell into the 
bucket and were brought to the 
surface 
Oliver 8 Grege@. jr. a brother of 
Watson, then went down, but he 
was also overcome and had to be 
brought to the surface. The dis- 
tracted father, unable to stand the 
strain longer, went down the 200- 
foot shaft, but alao failed tn the at-|) 
tempt to bring up hia son's ry 4 Al, 
diver a few hours later located Mil- 
ler’a body, but was unable to find | 
that of young eS - 
The father and his two age had 
tendered their resignationa 
leffect Monday, and hed planned to 
/go home for a reunion. Mra, Greg 
| is seriously fll and the husband 
and dons were desirous of getting 
back. Owtng to her condition, she 
lhas not been notified of the death 
of Watson. The father and Oliver, |, 
jr, will accompany the body home|, 
| Bunday, Watson has a wife and one 
lehild Iiving in Johnstown, Pa, 
| ‘The shaft was boarded up with 
‘planks, but the gage ie beifeved to 
lhave seeped through. In a similar 
aceident at the Oakwood salt mines 
140 years ago, aix men were killed. 
en RRS RSS SN 
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SOME GLIMPSES OF OAKWOOD WHICH - 














: IS SOON TO INCORPORATE AS VILILAGE 
‘ 





The Upper Picture Shows o Part 
of Fort Street and Its Residences; 
Then a Store at the Corner of Fort 
Strect nnd Fort Boulevards Below ts 

o| the Oakwood School and Some of 
the Children. 


—_—— 
R 


Through a vote of the people last 
week to Incorporate as & village, 
¢| Oakwood comes into prominence. It 
begins where the city left off on the 
o| west, out Fort street, and the terrl- 
tory intended to be included within 
the corporate limits of the village 
is about one mile 6quare. 
0 The boundaries are pecullar, in 
that River Rouge lies in four direc- 
tions from the center of the pro- 
osed Village. The territory is 
{bounded on the north by the River 
Rouge and on the east by the River 
Rouge, and the easterly line of pri- 
vate claim No, 75. It is bounded on 
the south by the center line of Dear- 
born road and on the west by the 
eenter line of Dearborn road and 
the River Rouge. 
Alexander Hunter, John Snowden, 
Charles Beatham, Earl McDaniels . 
and Otto Bloocker make up the com- 
mission which Is to construct tne | 
viliage charter for submission to the 
voters in 60 days. os 
One Jittle matter remains to be 
settled. That is the name of the 
ae The postoffice there |} 
Navarre, because there has been 
other postoffices by the name of 
Onkwood in the state. But it is said | 
that. an effort will be made’ to have | 
the name Oakwood given to the 
newer town, the other settlement, 
in Oakland county, having been 
ractically wiped out by @ cyclone 
n 1896, and the mail Is not received 
by the few people in that vicinity 
by rural carriers, 
The new Oakwood gets its name 
from the Oakwood and Irvine & 
Wise's addition to Oakwood subdi- 
visions. 
. There are about 200 houses in the 
territory incorporated and the _pop- 
ulation Is about 750 people. There 
are seven stores, a five-room school 
and a Congregational church, 
Within the new village limits is 
the new salt mine of the Detroit 
Balt company, from which rock salt 
is now being mined, and also the 
large evaporating lant of the same 
company, from wh oh they are ‘turn- 
Ing out 1,000 barrels of salt per 


day. 

it will be the aim of the trustees 
of the new village to secure city 
water and lights early in the spring. 
With these improvements in pros- 
pect a rapid growth Is looked for, 
as it te within walking distance 
from where man thousands of men 
are already emp oyed. 

The new bridge and steel works, 
which is now being constructed at 
the corner of the Dearborn road and 
the Michigan Central railway tracks 
in Ecorse township, is one of the 
large new enterprises which will be 
ef benefit to the entire west end, 
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Oakwood, Village,1909, Detroit Free Press 
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NEW FINANCIAL INSTITUTION: - 
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“KINSEY. Architect..°' - 


BUILDING. FOR: AMERICAN: STATE BANK OF 
-Oakwood,1 July 1917, Free Press, Part 1 





\ 


a 


| 


© 








Officers of, American State Are 
Allied With Detroit 


he 


Developments Indicate District 
is to Be Great Industrial, 
Center 





Organized | under tha banking 
laws -of Michigan, -. with . capital 
stock of §60,000 and surplus of $10,- 
000, the American. State bank. of 
Oakwood is constructing an attrac- 
tive building as its home on West 
Port streat and Fort boulevard In 
Oakwood The bulldingvie designed 
by J. E. Kinacy, architect, and is 
to be completed and opened to,.the 
publlo for general’ banking pur- 
posce September 1, thie yéar. 

The personne] of “ihe babk’s oM- 
cers includes: . Presigent, W. J. 
llayos, who also’ ‘te president. of tho 
American State bank’ of’ Highland 
Vark and vice-president and cashier 
of the American State bank of De- 
trolt; vice-president, Paul H. Dem-: 
ing. who is first vico-president of 
the Amortcan State bank of Detroit: 
second vice-president, Hugh Mec- 
Lean, president of the village of 
Oakwood and general manager of 
the Detroit Rock Salt company; 


s. is 


\OAKWOOD VILLAGE 
BANK BUILDS HOME 


cashier, A. C Milne, who for many 
years has beon connectod with the] 
H Bank of Saginaw, tn Saginaw, Mich. |, 








Oakwood,1 July 1917, Free Press, Part 2 
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Organization of ‘the ‘American 


State. Bank of \Onlktwood was 
pean ted in the effort .to provide 
unking* facilities commensurate 
with the pros rous conditions that 
exist. in the village; which rosuit 
‘uy part from the oxtonsive. activi- 
ttos.of the Fenney)vania-Detroit 
Railroad company. in ‘making im- 
provernonts In that scction .to. pro- 
vide for ite terminal requirements. 
The Ford blast furnaces, tractor 
plant. and other activities are ex- 
pected also to prove highly bence- 
ficial to Oakwood, The. greatest 
factor In the future of the villago, 
however, Is expected to be the in- 
dustrial development of tho aistrict 
following the iImprovemont of River 
Rouge channol from Detrolt river 
to tho Ford properties. Af appro- 
priution for this work was approved 


in the house of representatives last 


week, ~ 
Completion of the improved chan- 
nel.ila expected to make Oakwood 
virtually a lake port, with oren 
“xreater poss! bilities than are af- 
forded the growine city of Gary, 
Ind. With Gakwood the center for 
Various. large activities, the village 
is regarded as a.logical point for 
the location of a banking Institu- 
tion. , 
‘ 
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f Oakwood,1 July 1917. Free Press, Part 3 
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OAKWOOD VILLAGE 
, oF ’ . —~ | 
FIRE LOSS $25,000 
Se 
Burned Wires Delay Alarm; 4 
Fire that did damage estimated 
at $25.000 in Oakwaod village 
Thereday afternoon cut off tele- 
phonic communication and caused « 
delay of .20 minutes before help 
could be calied from Detroit. In 
the meantime Kd Eberline, chief 
of police, and « gZroup of volunteers 
bad laid one line of hose. but were 
unable to cope with the situation. 
Two busincss blocks, a garuge and 
two bDaros were destroyed. 
«The heaviest icases were to 


Charies Bros” Hardware store, with 
* ec of posseety 915.000 to 
stock and bullding. and ©. J. Sher- 
| Wood, owner of a-three-store build- 
‘Ing. in which he lived Upstairs. and 
| the age. Thre tatter losa is put 
(St close to $10,000. Smaller losses 
were met by Josepn Schiliinger. 
Owner of a barn, and W. Y. Shep- 
ard. barber. whose shop was in the 
‘Sherwood building. John McWade 
was the operator of the aaracc. 
His loss includes onc car. which 
Was destroyed. All wore covered 
by insurance. 

kwood has no fire department, 
but hes a contract with the Detrotu 
fire commission. The fire burned 
out most of the telephones In tho 
village and {t was some timo be- 
fore an alarm could be sent to the 





city. 
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Oakwood,3 June, 1921 , Free Press 
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Trying to Make Contract With 


| the Edison Company. 


Oukwood villaze council wil) at 
their next meeting, the first Thurs- 
day in July. endeavor to make a con- 
tract with the Edison company (to 
install electric lighting tn their vil- 


lage streets and homes. 

The wires have just been con-| 
nected with the transmitter and! 
inane, ut the Oakwood salt 





ee 








inines, and the power necessary [to 
run the electric lighting in sur-, 
rounding territory and in neigh- 
boring industrial concerns wil) huve 
been secured, 

Tt iS necessary, however, to have 
a contract with the Edison company 
‘before the village itself can use tae 
‘light. 

| 
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Oakwood,26 June, 1910, Free Press 
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RUN MAINS TO OAKWOOD 


Village Will Get Water Supply 


From Detroit System. 

Oskwood village will obtain tts 
water supply in the future from 
Detroit. A special election was 
held tn the villace yesterday to 
decide on the question and only 
three residents of tha village roted 
against the proposition. In al} 73 
votes were cast, 70 being in favor 
of it. 

The work of taving the pine will! 
he done by the Llietroit water hoard. 
Bonds to the extenre of $21,900 will 
be issued im a shert time ts deo. 
fray the cost, Empinses of the 
water board Wilh cormtrenes worl, 
a5 soon as the weather permits. 











~ 


\ 


© 





Oakwood,31 Jan, 1911, Free Press 








Shoemaker 


Found Hanged 


After apparently making sev- 
eral unsuccessful attempts, a 62- 
year-old man took his life Satur- 
day in the basement of a shoe) 
repair shop he operated at 417 
Oakwood. | 

The body of Joseph Artico was 
found hanging from a beam by an 
employe, Ralph Cristante, 53, of 
469 Bayside. Police said marks on 
the body indicated Artico had. 
failed in an earlier hanging at- 
tempt. They also found an unfired 
shotgun with a wire rigged to the 
trigger. | 
Police said Artico, who appar- 
ently had no family, lived in the 
shop. 








Sad story, 1952 Detroit Free Press 
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BOYS TELL HOW PALS DIED 


Death Rides Salt Car 





avalanche of death, two survivors of a salt car tragedy 
tearfully told authorities Wednesday night. 
Danny Lawyer and Roger 


40 Frantic [22525 
Men Claw. "37s: 
Salt Grave Sy 


ments, 
Danny's father, Patrolman 
‘I Saw One Leg Paul Lawyer, walked in and 


3 Danny grabbed his hand and 
And Pulled on It asked: “Are all the other boys 


|OoK?" 
BY GERALD JOHNSON “tT guess 0,” «aid the 
Free Peves Statt Writer father, hiding hie knowledge 
Forty men left epee i that all four were dead. 
Wednesday *o dig at it wil Danr 
y sald after school the 
aoe ae amine makeskett Mix boys met. Some wanted to 





of it,” said Rushiau, “until “phen we jumped down and 
another boy came in erying jooked under the car and could 
and said some of hin pluy- see Richard's (Contardi) lec 
mates were in the gondola we pulled on ft, but couldn't 
where the salt was leaking.” make him come out.” 
J * * 
seurrying to the acene to start AT THIS POINT they said 
digging. they ran to the nearby bowling 
One rushed to the engineer alley and summoned help. 


of « nearby ewitch engine and 
asked him to move the care ‘@” indelibly on his face, Danny 


so the salt would be read turned to his father and 
thinly. Pees | obbed: 





see *1 didn't mean to do it; I 
“WE KEPT digging unti) 1 “dnt mean to do it 1 didn’t —s : : 
“ think th would down in 
saw the leg.” seid Rushiau (o> salt 7 This Catch Opened Door to Death 


Nolan, 35, of 11766 Long- 
view, said he gave the hoy 
artificial respiration after dig- 
ging salt out of his mouth. 

With the men working fur- 
fously and the care moving 
siowly the four victims finally 
came out of the bottom of the 
car, two on one side and two 
on the other, said Nolan. 

“I don't know how long the 
whole job took—maybe 20 
minutes, but it seemed like 
hours,” said Rushiauw. 


No Freeze. 
Says Meany 


ATLANTIC CITY, NJ.—a#—- 
AFL-C1O President George 
Meany Wednesday knocked 
down any notion that labor 
would accept «= price-wage 
freeze a8 an anti-recession 
moasure. 

Such an idea presupposes # 
roper balance among wages, 
ciared, 





sgt gy © sen Engg gercnse TWO BOYS ran to the Oskwood Blucjackets bowling alley for help. 
culation: we woulda’t be tn kale Rescuers used boards and a carbage pail cover to dig the victims from tons 
(recession),” j of shifting, suffocating rock salt. 
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Oakwood 1958, so sad. 
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Dead on arrival at People’s 
Community Hospital, 26400 W. 
Outer Drive, Lincoln Park, 
were: 

NORMAN CLATTER- 
BUCK, 13, of 518 8S. Luther. 

RICKY CONTARDI, 12, of 
632 S. Colonial. 

JIMMY HEALY, 13, of 

736 Bayside. 
DAVID LA 
11, of 356 S. Colonial. 
The boys whe escaped were 
Danny Lawyer, 11, of 344 S. 
Luther, and Robert Fisher 
of 381 S. Colonial. 
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4 Young boys who lost there lives in 1958. The salt Car accident. 











Salt Mine Oakwood 





